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President Obama warned Saturday that construction jobs will
dry up and college students will face higher costs if Congress
does not act next week.
"There's no excuse for inaction," Obama said in his weekly
radio address, calling for Congress to pass extensions of
highway and student loan programs; both are due to expire
soon.
"Right now, we are seven days away from thousands of
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American workers having to walk off the job because Congress
hasn't passed a transportation bill," Obama said.
The president added: "We are eight days away from nearly
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seven-and-a-half million students seeing their loan rates
double because Congress hasn't acted to stop it."

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/theoval/post/2012/06/obama-to-congress-pass-hi... 6/25/2012

Obama to Congress: Pass highway, student loan bills

Locked in what looks like a tight re-election race with
Republican Mitt Romney, Obama has often protested what he
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calls GOP obstructionism in Congress.
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Both the highway bill and an extension of a low-interest rate
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student loan program are the subjects of intense negotiations
on Capitol Hill.
The president's radio address:
Over the past three years,
we've been clawing our way
back from the worst
economic crisis of our
lifetimes. And we know it
will take longer than any of
us would like to fully
recover all the jobs and
savings that have been lost.
By Carolyn Kaster, AP
But there are things we can CAPTION
do -- right now -- to help put people back to work and make
life a little easier for middle-class families.
For months, I've been pushing Congress to help us along by
passing common-sense policies that would make a
difference. Democrats and Republicans have already done
some important work together -- like passing a tax cut that's
allowing working Americans to keep more of their paycheck
every week. But Congress has refused to act on most of the
other ideas in my jobs plan that economists say could put a
million more Americans back to work.
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There's no excuse for inaction. Right now, we are seven days
away from thousands of American workers having to walk off
the job because Congress hasn't passed a transportation bill.
We are eight days away from nearly seven and a half million
students seeing their loan rates double because Congress
hasn't acted to stop it.
This makes no sense. We know that one of the most
important things we can do for our economy is to make sure
that all Americans get the best education possible. Right
now, the unemployment rate for Americans with a college
degree or more is about half the national average. Their
incomes are twice as high as those who don't have a high
school diploma. So, if we know that a higher education is the
clearest path to the middle class, why would we make it
harder to achieve?
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The Senate did their part. They passed a bipartisan
transportation bill back in March. It had the support of 52
Democrats and 22 Republicans.
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Now, it's up to the House to follow suit; to put aside partisan
posturing, end the gridlock, and do what's right for the
American people.
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So much of America needs to be repaired right now. Bridges
are deteriorating after years of neglect. Highways are choked
with congestion. Transportation delays cost Americans and
businesses billions of dollars every year. And there are
hundreds of thousands of construction workers who have
never been more eager to get back on the job. So why would
we let our transportation funding run out? This is a time when
we should be doing everything in our power -- Democrats
and Republicans -- to keep this recovery moving forward.
My Administration is doing its part. On Friday, Secretary of
Transportation Ray LaHood announced $500 million in
competitive grants for states and communities that will create
construction jobs on projects like road repair and port
renovation. And that's an important step, but we can't do it all
on our own.

It's not lost on any of us that this is an election year. But
we've got responsibilities that are bigger than an election. We
answer to the American people, and they are demanding
action. Let's make it easier for students to stay in college.
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Let's keep construction workers rebuilding our roads and
bridges. And let's tell Congress to do their job. Tell them it's
time to take steps that we know will create jobs now and help
sustain our economy for years to come.

See photos of: Barack Obama, Mitt Romney, Ray LaHood
TAGS:

BARACK OBAMA

More from USATODAY


Cheney's daughter marries partner



Oops! Obama flubs on 'George'



Study: Sea rise faster on East Coast



The Huffington Post



The Page



The Swamp



Top of the Ticket



Townhall.com



USA TODAY On Politics



U.S. News



Wizbang

Overturn Obamacare? Click Here to
Vote (Newsmax.com)


How does the US economy compare
now to 2009?

Ann Curry could land $10 million in

Merrill Lynch)


(Bank of America

The Affordable Care Act: Top Things
to Know for Seniors (HealthCare.gov)

Sandusky faces life in prison after
conviction on 45 charges

The Hill



Do Want The Supreme Court to

than rest of globe

'Today' exit


RAY LAHOOD

More from the web

Romney


MITT ROMNEY





10 Worst-Rated States for Retirement



6 worst home fixes for the money

(AARP.org)

(Bankrate.com)
[?]

PREVIOUS

Obama rips Romney as 'outsourcing
pioneer'

NEXT

GOP: We'll repeal 'Obamacare' if high court
doesn't

To report corrections and clarifications, contact Standards Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in
the newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for
verification. To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.
USA TODAY is now using Facebook Comments on our stories and blog posts to provide an enhanced user experience. To
post a comment, log into Facebook and then "Add" your comment. To report spam or abuse, click the "X" in the upper right
corner of the comment box. To find out more, read the FAQ and Conversation Guidelines.

http://content.usatoday.com/communities/theoval/post/2012/06/obama-to-congress-pass-hi... 6/25/2012

