3/14/2014

Report: TxDOT not spending enough on maintaining roads | Dallas Morning News

dallasnews

SportsDay

GuideLIVE

FD Luxe

neighborsgo

Subscribe
OBITS

CLASSIFIEDS

Sign Out

AUTOS

My Account

JOBS

Premium Site

REAL ESTATE

SHOPPING

51°
FORECAST

COMMUNITIES

CRIME

EDUCATION

INVESTIGATIONS

STATE

NATION/WORLD

TRAFFIC

POLITICS

Home > Transportation Blog

Report: TxDOT not spending enough on maintaining roads
By Brandon Formby
bformby@dallasnews.com
9:25 am on March 13, 2014 | Permalink

63

23

Share

7

0

26

As a majority of Texas’ state-owned roads deteriorated out of good condition, the state’s transportation department spent less than one-fourth on maintenance as it
did on expanding roads, a new report found.
The report from anti-sprawl advocacy group Smart Growth America says the Texas Department of Transportation spent 62 percent of its capital expenditures
expanding major roads between 2004 and 2008. That equals about $4.1 billion a year. During the same time, 11 percent went to repairing and maintaining
existing roads. That’s about $692 million a year. By 2008, only 34 percent of the state’s roads were in good condition, the study found.
I’m waiting on word from TxDOT about what they think about the study. Not sure yet if they knew about it ahead of time.
The agency has long said it does not have enough funds to keep building highways and maintaining what’s in the system.
TxDOT typically expands highways to keep ahead of projected population growth. That’s expected to change as the agency continues to work with lackluster
funding for its needs. Yet Texas’ population is expected to double in coming decades, meaning more people will be driving state roads and highways.
Smart Growth sees a national problem brewing. The group says nationwide, departments of transportation spent $20.4 billion annually on expansion between
2009 and 2011 but only $16.5 billion annually on repairs.

From the web

More From Dallasnews.com

Best Dive Bars in Dallas Zagat

TxDOT under fire for expensive North Texas highw ay land purchases Transportation

Wondering Where to Go for Your Next Beach Vacation? Let Us Help Fodor's
Confessions of Hotel Housekeepers AARP.org
Why Isn't Congress Making Prescription Drugs More Affordable? Rx Observer
Where Dallas' Most Stylish Go to Drink and Dine Zagat

Blog
Spring into Sunday, w hen w inter makes its cold, w et, w indy and possibly icy return to
North Texas The Scoop Blog
Would you ride the DART light rail system as agency envisioned it in 1983? Transportation
Blog
SXSW street turns into ‘very long crime scene’ New s
Man arrested in connection w ith rape of 13-year-old girl Tuesday in Pleasant Grove Crime
Blog

Recommended by

This entry was posted in Legislature, Texas Department of Transportation by Brandon Formby. Bookmark the permalink
[http://transportationblog.dallasnews.com/2014/03/report-txdot-not-spending-enough-on-maintaining-roads.html/] .

Comments
To post a comment, log into your chosen social network and then add your comment below. Your comments are subject to our Terms of Service and the privacy
policy and terms of service of your social network. If you do not want to comment with a social network, please consider writing a letter to the editor.

Write a comment
http://transportationblog.dallasnews.com/2014/03/report-txdot-not-spending-enough-on-maintaining-roads.html/

1/4

