5/28/13

House Rejected Late Senate Proposal for Roads Money | The Texas Tribune

Register

Login

House Rejected Late Senate Proposal for Roads Money
by Am an Batheja

 Comment

May 25, 2013

6 Com m ents

 Republish

 Email

 Tweet

 Recommend

A last-ditch effort by Senate budget leaders to find
more funding for the Texas Department of
Transportation was rebuffed by the House,
according to people involved in budget negotiations.
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Part of the elevated section of Chisholm Trail Parkway that is
under construction near downtown Fort Worth TX.

Since the start of the legislative session, Senate
Finance Chairman Tommy Williams, R-The
Woodlands, and Senate Transportation
Chairman Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, have
been among the most vocal proponents of finding
more revenue for TxDOT, which has said it needs
$4 billion more in extra funding each year just to
maintain current congestion around the state.

"The one thing I think we’re falling short on is
transportation funding,” Williams said on the Senate floor earlier this week, as he laid out the details
of a budget deal to fellow senators.
In the final week of the session, Williams and Nichols finalized details for a proposal to provide a
steady stream of new funding for TxDOT via the Rainy Day Fund. Nearly all of the money in the
fund comes from oil and gas production taxes. The recent oil and gas drilling boom has filled the
fund’s coffers with billions of dollars. Williams and Nichols wanted lawmakers to consider splitting off
half of the future revenue traditionally earmarked for the fund and putting it into Fund 6, also known
as the state’s highway fund, according to people involved with the budget negotiations. The plan
could have meant nearly $1 billion in extra revenue for TxDOT annually.
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Both Williams and Nichols declined to comment through spokesmen, as did House Speaker Joe
Straus. A spokesman for House Appropriations Chairman Jim Pitts did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Under the current budget deal, TxDOT would receive $400 million in gas tax revenue that has been
traditionally diverted to the Department of Public Safety. The agency is also likely to receive $450 to
$500 million to repair roads torn up by heavy drilling activity in the parts of the state in the midst of
an oil drilling boom.
The conversation over this new proposal was to happen via Senate Joint Resolution 1, a measure that
has emerged as pivotal to a budget deal crafted by both chambers over the last two weeks. In its
current form, the resolution would give voters the chance to approve amending the Texas
Constitution to create new water infrastructure funds. As part of the deal, the Senate was expected to
approve changes to the resolution made by the House on Friday. Instead, the Senate requested a
conference committee to resolve differences between the two chambers’ versions.
Williams wanted to use the conference committee as an opportunity to pitch his and Nichols’ idea,
according to people aware of the discussions. To make that possible in the waning days of the session,
the House also had to agree to a conference committee. Friday evening, the House adjourned without
appointing conferees for SJR 1. That decision forces the Senate to accept the resolution under its
current form or scuttle the entire budget deal.
The proposal may have also been doomed by how late in the session it was offered up by the Senate.
To sell such a dramatic change to the budget plan in the full House would have been a challenge,
especially considering that some House Republicans believe that the Legislature is already spending
too much from the Rainy Day Fund this session. Gov. Rick Perry, who said Friday he
had reservations about how the budget deal spends $1.75 billion from the Rainy Day Fund to undo
an accounting gimmick, also could have complicated efforts to make another big change to the
proposal so late in the game.
Straus signaled earlier in the week that efforts to find additional money for transportation were dead
for the session. While he had cited finding funding for a “healthy transportation system” as a priority
at the start of the session, he made no mention of roads in a statement on the budget deal
Wednesday.
“In the coming days I expect the House to conclude a very successful session by taking the final votes
necessary to address our water needs, pass a balanced budget, improve public education and make
state government more transparent and efficient,” Straus said. “I want to thank members for their
work on these critical priorities.”

www.texastribune.org/2013/05/25/house-rejected-late-senate-proposal-roads-money/#

2/5

5/28/13

House Rejected Late Senate Proposal for Roads Money | The Texas Tribune

Texas Tribune donors or members may be quoted or mentioned in our
stories, or may be the subject of them. For a complete list of contributors,
click here.
 Comment

 Republish

 Email

RELATED CONTENT

 Tweet

 Recommend

RELATED TRI BP EDI A

83rd Lege's Regular Session: What Happened, What Didn't

Transportation

by Texas Tribune Staff
8 hours ago
(9)

Texas Department Of Transportation
Rainy Day Fund
83rd Legislative Session
Budget

 Back To Top
Sign up for Texas Tribune alerts
Get daily coverage delivered to your inbox
Enter Your Email

Recommend

SUBM IT

15 people recommend this.

NEW ON THE TRI B

Senators Hope to Revive Plan to Fund Roads
by Aman Batheja
24 minutes ago

(2)

Perry Hails Water Bill, is Evasive on His Future
by Jay Root
44 minutes ago

(2)

Mostyn Announces $135 Million TWIA Settlement
by Chris Hooks
an hour ago
www.texastribune.org/2013/05/25/house-rejected-late-senate-proposal-roads-money/#

3/5

5/28/13

House Rejected Late Senate Proposal for Roads Money | The Texas Tribune

Inside Intelligence: About The 83rd Legislature...
by Ross Ramsey
2 hours ago

Shared
Log In

Viewed

Commented

Log in to Facebook to see your friends'
recommendations.

The Brief: Nov. 8, 2012, by David Muto
8 people recommend this.
GENERAL LAND OFFICE Salaries at State of
Texas | Government Employee Salaries |
The Texas Tribune
6 people recommend this.
The Hot Seat in Arlington: Rep. Diane Patrick
and Sen. Kelly Hancock | The Texas Tribune
25 people recommend this.

www.texastribune.org/2013/05/25/house-rejected-late-senate-proposal-roads-money/#

4/5

5/28/13

House Rejected Late Senate Proposal for Roads Money | The Texas Tribune

www.texastribune.org/2013/05/25/house-rejected-late-senate-proposal-roads-money/#

5/5

